
LECTIONS FOR THE REQUIEM MASS 
 

I: THE LESSON 
 

2 Maccabees 12.43–45                                                                                                                                                                                                                                He acted very well and honourably, taking account of the resurrection 
 
In those days: Judas [the leader of Israel] also took up a collection, man by man, to the amount of two thousand 
drachmas of silver, and sent it to Jerusalem to provide for a sin offering. In doing this he acted very well and 
honourably, taking account of the resurrection. For if he were not expecting that those who had fallen would rise 
again, it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he was looking to the splendid reward 
that is laid up for those who fall asleep in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Therefore he made atonement 
for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin. 
 
Job 19.1, 23–27ab                                                                              I know that my Redeemer lives 
 
Job answered: ‘Oh, that my words were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in a book! Oh, that with an iron pen 
and lead they were graven in the rock for ever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last he will stand upon 
the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then from my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see on my 
side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.’ 
 
Wisdom 3.1–9c                                                                     He accepted them like a sacrificial burnt offering 
 
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish 
they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be an affliction, and their going from us to be their 
destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of men they were punished, their hope is full of 
immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them and found them 
worthy of himself; like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them. In 
the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks through the stubble. They will govern 
nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign over them for ever. Those who trust in him will understand 
truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his elect. 
 
OR SHORTER Wisdom 3.1–6, 9abc 
 
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish 
they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be an affliction, and their going from us to be their 
destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of men they were punished, their hope is full of 
immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them and found them 
worthy of himself; like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them. 
Those who trust in him will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy 
are upon his elect. 

 
 
 
 



Wisdom 4.7–15                                                                                                                  A blameless life is ripe old age 
 
The righteous man, though he die early, will be at rest. For old age is not honoured for length of time, nor measured 
by number of years; but understanding is grey hair for men, and a blameless life is ripe old age. There was one who 
pleased God and was loved by him, and while living among sinners he was taken up. He was caught up lest evil 
change his understanding or guile deceive his soul. For the fascination of wickedness obscures what is good, and 
roving desire perverts the innocent mind. Being perfected in a short time, he fulfilled long years; for his soul was 
pleasing to the Lord, therefore he took him quickly from the midst of wickedness. Yet the peoples saw and did not 
understand, nor take such a thing to heart, that God’s grace and mercy are with his elect, and he watches over his 
holy ones. 
 
Isaiah 25.6a, 7–9                                                                             The Lord will swallow up death for ever 
 
On that day: On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of fat things. And he will destroy 
on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow 
up death for ever, and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take 
away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, ‘Behold, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.’ 
 
Lamentations 3.17–26                                                 It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord 
 
My soul is bereft of peace, I have forgotten what happiness is; so I say, ‘Gone is my glory, and my expectation from 
the LORD.’ Remember my affliction and my bitterness, the wormwood and the gall! My soul continually thinks 
of it and is bowed down within me. But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the 
LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The 
LORD is my portion’, says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’ The LORD is good to those who wait for him, 
to the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 
 
Daniel 12.1–3                                                                   Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake 
 
[In those days I, Daniel, was mourning and I heard this word of the LORD:] ‘At that time shall arise Michael, the 
great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there 
was a nation till that time; but at that time your people shall be delivered, every one whose name shall be found 
written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament; 
and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.’ 
 
Acts 10.34–43                                                          He is the one ordained by God to be judge of the living and the dead 
 
In those days: Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘Truly I perceive that God shows no partiality, but in every nation 
any one who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the word which he sent to the sons 
of Israel, preaching good news of peace by Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), the word which was proclaimed 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: how God anointed Jesus of 



Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. And we are witnesses to all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and made him 
manifest; not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that every one who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 
OR SHORTER Acts 10.34–36, 42–43 
 
In those days: Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘Truly I perceive that God shows no partiality, but in every nation 
any one who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the word which he sent to the sons 
of Israel, preaching good news of peace by Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all). And he commanded us to preach to the 
people, and to testify that he is the one ordained by God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the 
prophets bear witness that every one who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 
Revelation 14.13                                                                                          Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord  
 
I, John, heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Write this: Blessed are the dead who from now on die in the Lord.’ 
‘Blessed indeed’, says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labours, for their deeds follow them!’ 
 
Revelation 20.11–21.1                                                     The dead were judged by what they had done 
 
I, John, saw a great white throne and him who sat upon it; from his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place 
was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also 
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, 
by what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead in them, and all were 
judged by what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
the lake of fire; and if any one’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was 
no more. 
 
Revelation 21.1–5a, 6b–7                     Death shall be no more 
 
I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was 
no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband; and I heard a great voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling of God is with 
men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any 
more, for the former things have passed away.’ And he who sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things 
new. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water without price from 
the fountain of the water of life. He who conquers shall have this heritage, and I will be his God and he shall be my 
son.’ 
 



II: THE EPISTLE 
 

Romans 5.5–11                                  Since we are now justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God 
 
Brethren: Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us. While we were yet helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Why, one 
will hardly die for a righteous man — though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. But God shows his 
love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood, 
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. Not only so, but 
we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
Romans 5.17–21                                                        Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more 
 
Brethren: If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive 
the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. Then as 
one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to acquittal and life for 
all men. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be made 
righteous. Law came in, to increase the trespass; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as 
sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Romans 6.3–9                                                         Let us walk in newness of life 
 
Brethren: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? 
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our former man was crucified with him so 
that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed 
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. For we know that Christ being 
raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
 
OR SHORTER Romans 6.3–4, 8–9 
 
Brethren: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? 
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also 
live with him. For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. 
 
Romans 8.14–23                                                                    We wait for the redemption of our bodies 
 
Brethren: All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received the spirit of sonship. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is the Spirit himself 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs 



with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
with labour pains together until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
 
Romans 8.31b–35, 37–39                                        Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
 
Brethren: If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, will he 
not also give us all things with him? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies; who is 
to condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed intercedes for us? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Romans 14.7–9, 10c–12                       Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s 
 
Brethren: None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, 
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, that he might be Lord of the dead and of the living. We shall all stand before the judgement seat of God; 
for it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ So 
each of us shall give account of himself to God. 
 
1 Corinthians 15.20–24a, 25–28                                   In Christ shall all be made alive 
 
Brethren: In fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a 
man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 
Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father. For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. ‘For God has put all things in subjection under his 
feet.’ But when it says, ‘All things are put in subjection under him’, it is plain that he is excepted who put all things 
under him. When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all 
things under him, that God may be everything to every one. 
 
OR SHORTER 1 Corinthians 15.20–23 
 
Brethren: In fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a 
man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 
 



1 Corinthians 15.51–57                                                      Death is swallowed up in victory 
 
Brethren: Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we shall be changed. For this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on 
immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come 
to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’ ‘O death, where is your victory? O death, where 
is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 4.14–5.1                                         The things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal  

 
Brethren: We know that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his 
presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, 
to the glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Though our outer man is wasting away, our inner man is being 
renewed every day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, because we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things that 
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 
2 Corinthians 5.1, 6–10                                                 We have an eternal home in the heavens 
 
Brethren: We know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. So we are always of good courage; we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. We are of good courage, and we would rather 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him. For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each one may receive good or evil, 
according to what he has done in the body. 
 
Philippians 3.20–21                              He will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body 
 
Brethren: Our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change 
our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power which enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4.13–18                                                  We shall always be with the Lord 
 
We would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do 
who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who 
are left until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another 
with these words. 



2 Timothy 2.8–13                            If we have died with him, we shall also live with him 
 
Beloved: Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, as preached in my Gospel, the 
Gospel for which I am suffering and wearing chains like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore 
I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which in Christ Jesus goes with 
eternal glory. The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; if we endure, we shall also 
reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful for he cannot deny 
himself. 
 
1 John 3.1–2                                                                    We shall see him as he is 
 
Beloved: See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason 
why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; it does not yet 
appear what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
 
1 John 3.14–16                          We have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren 
 
Beloved: We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love 
remains in death. Any one who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life 
abiding in him. By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. 
 

III: THE GOSPEL 
 

Matthew 5.1–12a       Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven 
 
At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat down his disciples came to him. 
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven’. 
 
Matthew 11.25–30                         Come to me, and I will give you rest 
 
At that time Jesus declared, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from 
the wise and understanding and revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things 
have been delivered to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and any one to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all who labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 
 



Matthew 25.1–13                                 Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him 
 
At that time: Jesus told his disciples this parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven shall be compared to ten maidens who 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, “Behold, the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.” Then all those maidens rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, 
“Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “Perhaps there will not be enough for 
us and for you; go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast; and the door was shut. Afterward the other 
maidens came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, “Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” Watch 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.’ 
 
Matthew 25.31–46                               Come, O blessed of my Father 
 
At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats 
at the left. Then the King will say to those at his right hand, “Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited 
me, I was in prison and you came to me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?” And the King will answer them, “Truly, I 
say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his 
left hand, “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, 
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?” 
Then he will answer them, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.” 
And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 
 
Mark 15.33–39; 16.1–6                                                                      Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed his last 
 
When the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabach-thani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?’ And some of the bystanders hearing it said, ‘Behold, he is calling Elijah.’ And one ran and, filling a 
sponge full of vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 
to take him down.’ And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that he thus breathed his last, he 
said, ‘Truly this man was the Son of God!’ And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the 
week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the door of the tomb?’ And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back; for it was very 



large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were 
amazed. And he said to them, ‘Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he 
is not here; see the place where they laid him.’ 
 
OR SHORTER Mark 15.33–39 
 
When the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabach-thani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?’ And some of the bystanders hearing it said, ‘Behold, he is calling Elijah.’ And one ran and, filling a 
sponge full of vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 
to take him down.’ And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that he thus breathed his last, he 
said, ‘Truly this man was the Son of God!’ 
 
Luke 7.11–17                          Young man, I say to you, arise 
 
At that time: Jesus went to a city called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. As he drew near 
to the gate of the city, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was 
a widow; and a large crowd from the city was with her. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and 
said to her, ‘Do not weep.’ And he came and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, ‘Young man, 
I say to you, arise.’ And the dead man sat up, and began to speak. And he gave him to his mother. Fear seized them 
all; and they glorified God, saying, ‘A great prophet has arisen among us!’ and ‘God has visited his people!’ And this 
report concerning him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country. 
 
Luke 12.35–40                                                          You also must be ready 
 
At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning, and be like men who are 
waiting for their master to come home from the marriage feast, so that they may open to him at once when he 
comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes; truly, I say to you, he 
will put on his apron and have them sit at table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, 
or in the third, and finds them so, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the householder had known at 
what hour the thief was coming, he would have been awake and would not have left his house to be broken into. 
You also must be ready; for the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 
 
Luke 23.33, 39–43                          Today you will be with me in Paradise 
 
When they came to the place which is called The Skull, there they crucified Jesus, and the criminals, one on the 
right and one on the left. One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, ‘Are you not the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence 
of condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 
nothing wrong.’ And he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingly power.’ And he said to him, 
‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 
 
 



Luke 23.44–46, 50, 52–53; 24.1–5                                     Father, into your hands I commit my spirit 
 
It was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light 
failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your 
hands I commit my spirit!’ And having said this he breathed his last.  Now there was a man named Joseph from the 
Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man. This man went to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud, and laid him in a rock-
hewn tomb, where no one had ever yet been laid. But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the 
tomb, taking the spices which they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when 
they went in they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in 
dazzling apparel; and as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, ‘Why do 
you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.’ 
 
OR SHORTER Luke 23.44–46, 50, 52–53 
 
It was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light 
failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your 
hands I commit my spirit!’ And having said this he breathed his last.  Now there was a man named Joseph from the 
Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man. This man went to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud, and laid him in a rock-
hewn tomb, where no one had ever yet been laid. 
 
Luke 24.13–35                                                 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer and enter into his glory? 
 
That very day [the first day of the week], two of the disciples of Jesus were going to a village named Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were kept from 
recognising him. And he said to them, ‘What is this conversation which you are holding with each other as you 
walk?’ And they stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only visitor 
to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?’ And he said to them, ‘What 
things?’ And they said to him, ‘Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and 
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third 
day since this happened. Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the 
morning and did not find his body; and they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said 
that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb, and found it just as the women had said; but 
him they did not see.’ And he said to them, ‘O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?’ And beginning 
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. So they 
drew near to the village to which they were going. He appeared to be going further, but they constrained him, 
saying, ‘Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.’ So he went in to stay with them. When 
he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. And their eyes were 
opened and they recognised him; and he vanished out of their sight. They said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts 
burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?’ And they rose that same 



hour and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the Eleven gathered together and those who were with them, who 
said, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, and 
how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
OR SHORTER Luke 24.13–16, 28–35 
 
That very day [the first day of the week], two of the disciples of Jesus were going to a village named Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were kept from 
recognising him. So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He appeared to be going further, but 
they constrained him, saying, ‘Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.’ So he went in to 
stay with them. When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
And their eyes were opened and they recognised him; and he vanished out of their sight. They said to each other, 
‘Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?’ And 
they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the Eleven gathered together and those who 
were with them, who said, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had 
happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
John 5.24–29                               He who hears my word and believes has eternal life 
 
At that time: Jesus said to the Jews, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my word and believes him who sent 
me, has eternal life; he does not come into judgement, but has passed from death to life. Truly, truly, I say to you, 
the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 
For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself, and has given him authority 
to execute judgement, because he is the Son of man. Do not marvel at this, for the hour is coming when all who are 
in the tombs will hear his voice and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgement.’ 
 
John 6.37–40                        Every one who believes in the Son should have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day 
 
At that time: Jesus said to the crowds, ‘All that the Father gives me will come to me; and him who comes to me I 
will not cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me; and 
this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up at the last 
day. For this is the will of my Father, that every one who sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day.’ 
 
John 6.51–58     He who eats this bread will live for ever; and I will raise him up at the last day 
 
At that time: Jesus said to the crowds, ‘I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if any one eats of this 
bread, he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh.’ The Jews then 
disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, 
I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you; he who eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is food indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. As the living 



Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats me will live because of me. This is the bread which 
came down from heaven, not such as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live for ever.’ 
 
John 11.17–27                                     I am the resurrection and the life 
 
When Jesus came to Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning 
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary sat in the house. 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. And even now I know that 
whatever you ask from God, God will give you.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, 
‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, he who is coming 
into the world.’ 
 
OR SHORTER John 11.21–27 
 
At that time: Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. And even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha 
said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection 
and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never 
die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, he who is 
coming into the world.’ 
 
John 11.32–45                          Lazarus, come out 
 
At that time: Mary, [the sister of Lazarus,] when she came where Jesus was and saw him, fell at his feet, saying to 
him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled; and he said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ 
They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them 
said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ Then Jesus, deeply 
moved again, came to the tomb; it was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, by this time there will be an odour, for he has been dead four days.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this on account of the people standing by, that they may believe that you did send me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out.’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with bandages, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ Many 
of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him. 
 
John 12.23–28                                If a grain of wheat dies, it bears much fruit 
 
At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The hour has come for the Son of man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who 



loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If any one serves me, he must 
follow me; and where I am, there shall my servant be also; if any one serves me, the Father will honour him. Now 
is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? “Father, save me from this hour”? No, for this purpose I have come to 
this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 
 
OR SHORTER John 12.23–26 
 
At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The hour has come for the Son of man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who 
loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If any one serves me, he must 
follow me; and where I am, there shall my servant be also; if any one serves me, the Father will honour him.’ 
 
John 14.1–6                            In my Father’s house are many rooms 
 
At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And 
when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also. And you know the way where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going; 
how can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, 
but by me.’ 
 
John 17.24–26                     I desire that they also may be with me where I am 
 
At that time: [Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and prayed, saying,] ‘Father, I desire that they also, whom you have 
given me, may be with me where I am, to behold my glory which you have given me in your love for me before the 
foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the world has not known you, but I have known you; and these know 
that you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will make it known, that the love with which you 
have loved me may be in them, and I in them.’ 
 
John 19.17–18, 25–39                            He bowed his head and gave up his spirit 
 
At that time: They took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which 
is called in Hebrew Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus 
between them. Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his 
mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’ And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own home. After this Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfil the Scripture), 
‘I thirst.’ A bowl full of vinegar stood there; so they put a sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop and held it to his 
mouth. When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, ‘It is finished’; and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
Since it was the day of Preparation, in order to prevent the bodies from remaining on the cross on the sabbath (for 
that sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken 
away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him; but 
when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers pierced 
his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. He who saw it has borne witness — his testimony 



is true, and he knows that he tells the truth — that you also may believe. For these things took place that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled, ‘Not a bone of him shall be broken.’ And again another Scripture says, ‘They shall look 
on him whom they have pierced.’ After this Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear 
of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him leave. So he came and took 
away his body. Nicodemus also, who had at first come to him by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about a hundred pounds’ weight. 


