
LECTIONS FOR THE FUNERAL SERVICE 
 

I: PSALMS 
 
Psalm 39 Dixi, custodiam 
 
I SAID, I will take heed to my ways : that I offend not in my tongue. 
2 I will keep my mouth as it were with a bridle : while the ungodly is in my sight. 
3 I held my tongue, and spake nothing : I kept silence, yea, even from good words; but it was pain and grief to me. 
4 My heart was hot within me, and while I was thus musing the fire kindled : and at the last I spake with my tongue; 
5 Lord, let me know mine end, and the number of my days : that I may be certified how long I have to live. 
6 Behold, thou hast made my days as it were a span long : and mine age is even as nothing in respect of thee; and 
verily every man living is altogether vanity. 
7 For man walketh in a vain shadow, and disquieteth himself in vain : he heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who 
shall gather them. 
8 And now, Lord, what is my hope : truly my hope is even in thee. 
9 Deliver me from all mine offences : and make me not a rebuke unto the foolish. 
10 I became dumb, and opened not my mouth : for it was thy doing. 
11 Take thy plague away from me : I am even consumed by the means of thy heavy hand. 
12 When thou with rebukes dost chasten man for sin, thou makest his beauty to consume away, like as it were a 
moth fretting a garment : every man therefore is but vanity. 
13 Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with thine ears consider my calling : hold not thy peace at my tears. 
14 For I am a stranger with thee : and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 
15 O spare me a little, that I may recover my strength : before I go hence, and be no more seen. 
Glory be…  
 
Psalm 90 Domine, refugium 
 
LORD, thou hast been our refuge : from one generation to another. 
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the world were made : thou art God from 
everlasting, and world without end. 
3 Thou turnest man to destruction : again thou sayest, Come again, ye children of men. 
4 For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yester-day : seeing that is past as a watch in the night. 
5 As soon as thou scatterest them they are even as a sleep : and fade away suddenly like the grass. 
6 In the morning it is green, and groweth up : but in the evening it is cut down, dried up, and withered. 
7 For we consume away in thy displeasure : and are afraid at thy wrathful indignation. 
8 Thou hast set our misdeeds before thee : and our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 
9 For when thou art angry all our days are gone : we bring our years to an end, as it were a tale that is told. 
10 The days of our age are threescore years and ten; and though men be so strong that they come to fourscore 
years : yet is their strength then but labour and sorrow; so soon passeth it away, and we are gone. 
11 But who regardeth the power of thy wrath : for even thereafter as a man feareth, so is thy displeasure. 
12 So teach us to number our days : that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
13 Turn thee again, O Lord, at the last : and be gracious unto thy servants. 
14 O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon : so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 



15 Comfort us again now after the time that thou hast plagued us : and for the years wherein we have suffered 
adversity. 
16 Shew thy servants thy work : and their children thy glory. 
17 And the glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us : prosper thou the work of our hands upon us, O 
prosper thou our handywork. 
Glory be…  
 
Psalm 23 Dominus regit me 
 
THE Lord is my shepherd : therefore can I lack nothing. 
2 He shall feed me in a green pasture : and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
3 He shall convert my soul : and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for his Name's sake. 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff comfort me. 
5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me : thou hast anointed my head with oil, and 
my cup shall be full. 
6 Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life : and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever. 
Glory be… 
 
Psalm 130 De profundis 
 
OUT of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord : Lord, hear my voice. 
2 O let thine ears consider well : the voice of my complaint. 
3 If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss : O Lord, who may abide it? 
4 For there is mercy with thee : therefore shalt thou be feared. 
5 I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him : in his word is my trust. 
6 My soul fleeth unto the Lord : before the morning watch, I say, before the morning watch. 
7 O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy : and with him is plenteous redemption. 
8 And he shall redeem Israel : from all his sins. 
Glory be…  

 
II: THE LESSON 

 
1 Corinthians 15.20–26, 35–38, 42–44, 53–58 
 
Now in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man 
came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all 
be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 
Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. But some one will ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?’ You 
foolish man! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body which is to be, 
but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each 



kind of seed its own body. So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a 
physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. For this perishable 
nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on immortality. When the perishable puts 
on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death 
is swallowed up in victory.’ ‘O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?’ The sting of death is sin, 
and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 
in the Lord your labour is not in vain. 
 
Wisdom 3.1–9c 
 
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish 
they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be an affliction, and their going from us to be their 
destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of men they were punished, their hope is full of 
immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them and found them 
worthy of himself; like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them. In 
the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks through the stubble. They will govern 
nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign over them for ever. Those who trust in him will understand 
truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his elect, and he watches over 
his holy ones. 
 
2 Corinthians 4.6–5.10 
 
For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the 
transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but 
not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body 
the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For while we live we are always 
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at 
work in us, but life in you. Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, ‘I believed, and so I spoke’, 
we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring 
us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may 
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our 
inner nature is being renewed every day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all comparison, because we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen; 
for the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. For we know that if the earthly 
tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
Here indeed we groan, and long to put on our heavenly dwelling, so that by putting it on we may not be found 
naked. For while we are still in this tent, we sigh with anxiety; not that we would be unclothed, but that we would 
be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing 
is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of good courage; we know that while we are at 
home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. We are of good courage, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it 



our aim to please him. For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
good or evil, according to what he has done in the body. 
 
Revelation 7.9–17 
 
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits upon the throne, 
and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels stood round the throne and round the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, saying, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ Then one of the elders 
addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, clothed in white robes, and whence have they come?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you 
know.’ And he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night within his temple; and he who sits upon the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst 
of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.’ 
 
Revelation 21.1–7 
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was 
no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband; and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling of God is with 
men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any 
more, for the former things have passed away.’ And he who sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things 
new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ And he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the fountain of the water of life 
without payment. He who conquers shall have this heritage, and I will be his God and he shall be my son.’ 


